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and hooking up. The findings for the rate of church attendance on approval premarital sexuality 

are exactly as expected as well. 

A x2 test revealed a significant effect, x2 (6), p < .001. No respondents who go to church 

2 or more times a week reported approval of premarital sexuality and of those who attend church 

only a few times a year or never had a high rate of agreement, 47 and 44 individuals respectively. 

The most disagreement with the statement I approve of premarital sexuality comes from those 

who go to church 2 or more times a week as well. Twenty-four respondents who go to church 

two or more times a week said they disagreed while only one person who never goes to church 

said that premarital sexuality was wrong. 
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Lastly is the question there is nothing wrong with hooking up in comparison with the rate 

of church attendance. A x2 test revealed a significant result, x2 (6), p < .001. The overall results 

are the same as in church attendance and premarital sexuality. Once again, it shows that those 

people who attend church more frequently disagree with hooking up, and those that never attend 
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church or go only a few times a year are more accepting of hooking up. 

Church Attendance and Hooking Up 
30 

III .... c 25 QI 
~ c 20 0 a-
lii 15 QI 
a:: • Agree - 10 0 ... 
QI 5 .Q 

• Somewhat Agree 

E 
:::J 0 Z 

• Somewhat Disagree 

2 or More Once a Week Once a A Few Times Never • Disagree 

Times a Month a Year 
Week 

Rate of Church Attendance 

Discussion 

The hypothesis was successfully supported and it does appear that there is a relationship 

between perceived religiosity and approval of hooking up and premarital sex. On the topic of 

religiosity, I was surprised to find that those respondents who identified as "somewhat religious" 

in most cases had a higher rate of approval than those who are "not religious." Some proposed 

explanations of this problem are: Some of the people who responded may not be religious but 

marked somewhat religious because Concord University is in an area where religion plays a key 

role or some ofthe people responding may identify with a religion that does not place restrictions 

on premarital sex. 

Also another unusual pattern was that overall 163 respondents disagreed or somewhat 

disagreed that there is nothing wrong with hooking up, making it a total of 52.6%. There were 

only 102 people that disagreed with premarital sexuality, or only 32.9%. I propose this could be 

caused by the ambiguous definitions of the two words, or that "hooking up" seems to be 

associated with negative things more often than premarital sexuality. 
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In the future, I would like to be able to see more research on the topic of religion and 

sexuality as it's a growing concern for religious peers. I would also be interested to see more 

research about males and religion and not just on females. Since religion and premarital sexuality 

research is very limited, at this time, new research could open a world of information currently 

left undiscovered. 



, . 
Religiosity 9 

References 

England, Paula, Emily F. Shafer, and Alison C.K. Fogarty. "Hooking Up and Forming Romantic 

Relationships on Today's College Campuses." (2007): 531-547. 

Burdette, Amy, Christopher Ellison, Terrence Hill, and Norval Glenn. ""Hooking Up" at 

College: Does Religion Make a Difference?" Journal for the Scientific Study of 

Religion. 48.3 (2009): 535-551. 


