
ACCOUNTING (CPA/CMA) 
Major Industries and Employers 

Public Accounting Firms 
Public accounting firms like the "Big Four" (Deloitte, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Ernst & Young, and 
KPMG) and smaller regional firms hire Accounting 
graduates for positions such as auditors, tax 
consultants, and advisory roles. 
Corporate Accounting 
Large corporations and businesses across industries 
hire accountants to manage their financial operations, 
including financial reporting, budgeting, and financial 
analysis. 
Government Agencies 
Federal, state, and local government agencies often 
hire accountants to ensure compliance with tax laws, 
manage public finances, and perform auditing 
functions. 
Nonprofit Organizations 
Nonprofits require accountants to manage their 
finances, handle donations, and ensure compliance 
with nonprofit accounting regulations. 
Financial Services 
Banks, investment firms, and insurance companies 
hire accountants for roles related to risk assessment, 
financial analysis, and compliance. 
Consulting Firms 
Management consulting firms often employ 
accounting graduates to provide financial and 
strategic advice to clients. 
Forensic Accounting 
Some graduates choose to specialize in forensic 
accounting, which involves investigating financial 
discrepancies and fraud, often working with law 
enforcement or private investigative agencies. 
Education 
Many Accounting graduates go on to become 
educators, teaching accounting and related subjects 
at high schools, colleges, and universities. 
Self-Employment 
Some accounting professionals choose to become 
independent consultants or start their own accounting 
firms. 

Important Information to Know  
Certifications 
Many accounting roles require professional certifications 
such as Certified Public Accountant (CPA), Certified 
Management Accountant (CMA), or Chartered Accountant 
(CA). Obtaining these certifications can enhance career 
prospects. 
Ethics and Integrity 
Accounting professionals must adhere to strict ethical 
standards and principles, as they handle sensitive financial 
information and are responsible for maintaining financial 
transparency and accuracy. 
Continuous Learning 
The accounting field is constantly evolving due to changes in 
financial regulations and technology. Professionals must 
commit to ongoing education to stay up-to-date. 
Analytical Skills 
Accountants need strong analytical skills to interpret financial 
data, identify trends, and make informed business decisions. 
Communication Skills 
Effective communication is crucial, as accountants often 
need to explain financial information to clients, colleagues, 
and non-financial stakeholders. 
Attention to Detail 
Precision and accuracy are essential in accounting to ensure 
financial statements and reports are error-free. 
Job Stability 
Accounting is considered a stable profession, as businesses 
and organizations will always require skilled professionals to 
manage their finances. 
Global Opportunities 
Accounting skills are transferable worldwide, offering 
opportunities for international careers and working with 
multinational corporations. 
Technology Skills 
 Proficiency in accounting software and data analytics tools is 
increasingly important as the industry becomes more reliant 
on technology. 
Diverse Career Paths 
 An Accounting degree can lead to diverse career paths, 
including auditing, tax planning, financial analysis, forensic 
accounting, and more. 

Popular Jobs with An Accounting 
Degree 

Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 
Staff Accountant 
Tax Accountant 
Auditor 
Financial Analyst 
Forensic Accountant 
Management Accountant 
Financial Planner/Advisor 
Controller 
Budget Analyst 
Accounting Manager 
Risk Analyst 
Cost Accountant 
Internal Auditor 
Accounting Clerk 
 

 


