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THE FRAMEWORK FOR TEACHING

 Unsatisfactory Basic Proficient Distinguished

2a
Cultivating 
Respectful 

Students do not feel 
safe and valued; 
learning environments 
are characterized by 
negativity, disrespect, 
inappropriateness, 
insensitivity, and/or 

Learning environments 
are partially 
characterized by 
caring and respectful 
interactions.

Learning environments 
are characterized by 
positive developmental 
relationships that are 
intentionally nurtured 
and celebrated. 

Students play an 
active role in creating 
learning environments 
characterized by a sense 
of community, where 
each member feels safe, 
valued, and connected. 

2b
Fostering a 
Culture for 
Learning

The culture of the class 
is not conducive to 
learning and does not 
support development. 

The culture of the class 
is partially conducive 
to learning and 
development. 

The culture of the 
class is characterized 
by high expectations 
and supports 
students’ learning and 
development. 

Students play an active 
role in establishing a 
culture that consistently 
fosters dialogue, 

allowing all students to 
experience success. 

2c
Maintaining 
Purposeful 

Student learning 
and development are 
hindered by a lack of 

classroom procedures. 

Classroom routines and 
procedures, established 
or managed primarily by 
the teacher and taught 
explicitly to students, 
support opportunities 
for student learning and 
development. 

Shared routines and 

are largely student-
directed and maximize 
opportunities for 
student learning and 
development. 

Students have a voice 
and play an active 
role in designing and 
adjusting routines and 
procedures that actively 
create a respectful 
learning environment 
and support the growth 
of each community 
member.

2d
Supporting 
Positive 
Student 
Behavior

There is little evidence 
of explicit modeling, 
instruction, or guidance 
related to positive 
student behaviors.

Positive behaviors are 
modeled by the teacher 
and occasionally taught 
explicitly.

Students display 
positive behaviors, 
which are modeled by 
teachers and reinforced 

and recalibration rather 
than compliance. 

Students consistently  
and independently 
display positive 
behaviors and seek 
opportunities to build 
a better classroom 
community.

2e
Organizing 
Spaces for 
Learning

Learning spaces are 
unsafe, inaccessible, 
and/or not conducive 
to learning and 
development. 

Learning spaces are 
safe and accessible; 
the arrangement 
and use of resources 
partially support 
student learning and 
development. 

Learning spaces are 
thoughtfully designed 
to address the needs 
of individual learners 
within the context of 
shared experiences.

Learning spaces 
are thoughtfully 
co-designed  and 

members of the learning 
community to address 
the needs of individuals 
and create collaborative, 
joyful spaces for all to 
learn and grow. 
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