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The 16th CU Research Festival 
Schedule of Events 

10:00 AM 

10:05 - 11:55  AM 

12:00 - 12:50 PM 

12:00 - 3:00 PM 

1:00 - 2:30 PM 

Friday, April 18 

Student Center - State Room 

Welcoming and Opening Remarks in State Room 

(coffee and refreshments available) 

Student Center - State Room 

Student Paper (Oral) Presentations 

Student Center - Ballroom 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker: Dr. Karen Griffee 

Keynote Address: Dr. James Ingram 

"A Personal Journey Towards Equitable Outcomes for 

Individuals with an Intellectual Disability" 

Student Center - Ballroom 

Graduate and Professional School Fair 

Student Center - Ballroom 

Student Poster Session in Ballroom 

Dr. James Ingram 
Associate Professor, Department of Educational Specialties 

University of Northern Arizona 

Dr. James Ingram is an associate professor at Northern Arizona University. Ingram’s primary research interest 
involves sex education and sexuality development for young adults with intellectual disabilities. Additional 
interests include the transition into adulthood of culturally diverse students with disabilities. Through research, 
Ingram hopes to provide appropriate support to individuals with disabilities as they move from the structured 
environments of high school into life as adults. Prior to his appointment to the department of Educational 
Specialties, Ingram served as coordinator of an adult transition program within Flagstaff Unified School District. 
Ingram’s teaching career spans over 20 years in public secondary education. At NAU, Ingram applies his vast 
experience to teaching courses in secondary methods in special education. 



   

 

  

 

 

Paper Session 1 • State Room • 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM 

10:05 AM 
The Effect of the Presence of Academic Authority on Stress Levels 

Shauna Belcher ad Dr. Kathryn Nutter-Pridgen 

Stress is a state of mental rigidity and worry. Examining stress levels is a vital way to study the effects of behavioral 
phenomena. Specifically, the impact of academic authority on stress levels within a classroom will be examined. 
This study will consist of three undergraduate groups of college students and will examine how different intensities 
of authority affect stress levels. The stress levels are expected to increase as the intensity of the authority's presence 
increases. This suggests that there can be a reduction in stress levels when authority figures are mindful of the 
impact of their presence. 

10:20 AM 
 

Madison Cornett and Dr. Tom Saladyga 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

10:35 AM 
Star-Spangled Spectacle: A Correlational Study of Artist Demographics and Musical Characteristics of Super 

Bowl National Anthem Performances 
Roman Harvey Dr. Jacob Womack 

This study is an exploration of relationships between performance characteristics and musician demographics 
of The Star-Spangled Banner performances at the Super Bowl from 1995 to 2024. While previous examinations have 
explored the individual connections between football, nationalism, race, gender, and music, with much research 
focusing on Super Bowl halftime shows, this study is unique in centering on the singing of the national anthem at 
the Super Bowl. Statistical analysis found that artist demographics, such as gender and generation, were correlated 
with multiple performance qualities, including melodic and rhythmic ornamentation, rubato, modulation, 
instrumentation, and accompaniment style. These findings highlight the intersectionality between personal 
demographics and artistic choices and shed light on the varied interpretations of the United States national 
anthem. 

Paper Session 2 • State Room • 11:00 PM - 11:50 AM 

11:05 AM 
Effects of CBD on Anxiety-Related Behaviors in Rats 

Kellie Belcher and Dr. Rodney Klein 

Cannabidiol (CBD) is an active component of the Cannabis sativa plant that has gained increasing interest for its 
potential to treat anxiety-related disorders. To further investigate this claim, I propose a study on the effectiveness 
of CBD as a treatment method for anxiety-related symptoms in rats using an elevated plus maze. Congruent with 
the findings of previous studies, I hypothesize CBD will be effective in relieving anxiety-related symptoms. The 
expected result from this study is a decrease in rat’s perceived anxiety levels after receiving CBD as a treatment. 
The findings of this study could offer a more accessible and affordable treatment for symptoms of anxiety. 

11:20 AM 
 

Emily Shupe and Dr. Tesfaye Belay 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

11:35 AM 
The Historical & Future Impact of the Endangered Species Act 

Taylor Glancy and Dr. Tom Ford 

In 1973, President Richard Nixon signed the Endangered Species Act into law in an attempt to protect and restore 
endangered species back to a stable population. This, partnered with the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 and other previous policies, offered great advancements for conservationists and conservation groups 
throughout the United States. While many were supportive of the policy, many were hesitant due to the threat 
that it posed to agriculture, resulting in much social commentary. Despite the pushback from the act, many 
additional policies were written into law in an attempt to further conservation efforts and set the path for future 
conservation efforts that are still in effect today. Without the Endangered Species Act, there would be a high 
volume of threatened or extinct species which would result in a massive decline in biodiversity through the United 
States. 



 Graduate & Professional School Fair • Ballroom • 12:00 - 3:00 PM 

Concord University 

- Masters of Business Administration 
- Masters in Health Science Programs 
- Masters in Teaching 

- Masters in Social Work 
- Physician's Assistant Program 

Appalachian College of Pharmacy 

Bluefield University 

Bluefield State University 

East Tennessee State University 

I-Corps 

King University 

Marshall University 

Radford University 

University of Charleston 

Virgina Tech University 

West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine 

West Virginia State University 

West Virginia University 

West Virginia University - Dental School 



Poster Session • 1 - 2:30 PM Poster Session • 1 - 2:30 PM 
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Notes, Ideas and Thoughts Notes, Ideas and Thoughts 
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